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I — III — 3

3. Instructor’s Lecture No 2: “Procedures to

Combat Negative Stereotyping” (Pages 111—12

to 111—15)

4. Student Handout No. 2: “Student Assignment.”

(Page 111—12)

5. Kit: “Unlearning Indian Stereotypes”

Racism and Sexism Resource Centre for Educators.

Available from: Saskatchewan Provincial Library

through your regional or public library branch,

or the Gabriel Dumont Institute, 2505 11th Avenue,

Regina, Saskatchewan.

6. Films: a) Media in the Community

(television, radio, newspaper, etc.)

b) Bill Cosby on Prejudice

(28 mm. - Imperial Oil)

Cosby presents a number of stereotypes.

Oh/O Canada (7 mm. - NFB. 106C 0378 615)
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I — III — 5

For example, after Europeans and Native Peoples had made

contact with each other and noticed the differences in appearance

and lifestyle, they 1ean to express evaluative opinions. Very

often these opinions were negative. They reflected the “cultural

bias” of their own tradition: Europeans looked down upon Indian

tradition of, for example, painting their bodies. They described

it as, “grotesque, hideous, barbarious”, while Indians regarded

the bearded strangers as “ugly” and wondered how any woman could

look favorably upon them”.1

The fundamental cultural differences between Indians and

Europeans led to many misconceptions which they expressed first

of all among themselves. Indians, maintaining oral tradition

were probably able to adjust their opinions from time to time;

Europeans however, inscribed their impressions more permanently

in books, letters and reports, thereby perpetuating a culturally

biased, or stereotyped, point of view.

“Through the years, the white man’s popular

conception of the Indian oftex crystallized into unrealistic

or unjust images. Sometimes they were based on the tales

of adventurers and travellers, who wQve myths freely into

their accounts, and sometimes they were reflections of

the passions and fears stirred by the conflicts between

the two races”.2

1. George M. Wong

“The Long Journey to the Country of the Hurons”

By Father Gabriel Sagard Toronto, 1939

2. p.p. 3 - 6 “The Indian Heritage of N. America”

A.M. Josephy Jr. Bantam Books, 1981
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How can we find out if the information we get is biased or

not?

Sometimes it is difficult to establish if the information

we receive is reliable. When reading an article for example, we

may ask ouselves if the information provides enough facts to

substantiate the point of view of the writer. We may find it

more difficult still to determine if the writer is using only

one kind of information and omittingother pertinent facts.

Usually stereotype information presents issues in a “cut

and dried” format. It can be described as “the lazy man’s point

of view” or as “armchair philosophy”. Examining and evaluating

issues requires effort, fairness and good will. Statements

which constantly put down one group of people,in favour of another

group, are seldom without bias and should be regarded with suspicion.

It is good practice to examine the source of information —

where it comes from, and the medium — those who select and

publicize a message; It is also good practice to keep an open

mind, in particular to controversial issues, and to reach

conclusions over a period of time, rather than promptly.

What can we now say about “stereotypes”? Stereotypes are

hardened views which over—generalize about a group and fail to

allow for individual differences. They are preconceived ideas

which may have little or no basis in fact or direct experience.

In addition, they are often negative, exagerated, or one—sided in

character and tend to be detrimental to the individuals or groups

being stereotyped. Stereotypes result from the need to simplify

an often confused an complex world, but they are also used to

put down groups which are seen to be a threat to those who feel

uneasy about these groups. it is also iqnorance and’many tines the

cnrrect information can result in a positive view.
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Student Handout, No. 1.

SELF EVALUATION (Use before and after lesson)

Examine your own tendancy to stereotype.

Are you inclined to exaggerate when you describe things?

Do you oversimplify situations?

(eq. They always want their own way!)

Do you describe groups of people as favorable or unfavorable?

(eq. I can’t stand bureaucrats!)

Mark the following statements with T for “true” or NT for

“not true”.

1) All politicans are greedy and dishonest.

2) Poor people are careless and untidy.

3) People living in the past were happier than

people living today.

4) Men like to gossip.

5) Old people are forgetful.

6) Rich people prefer an extravagant and luxurious

life.

7) Imericans don’t care about anyone but themselves.

8) Teenagers are irresponsible.
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consideration social class as well as ethnicity.

The three examples given are of “working—class” families.

They have a great deal in common. When a common bond does

exist, between people, then cultural and racial differences

are more readily understood.
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hidian drinking s1d costhig milliora
BRANDON (CP) — Alcoholism and

drug abuse among status Indians cost
Canadian taxpayers about $150 million a
‘.‘ear. says a federal health and welfare
official.

Dr. Vince Tookeray. director of na
tive health policy with the federal de
partment. said this figure does not in
clude alcohol problems among Canada’s
estimated one million Metis and non-
status indians.

He told about 300 alcoholism counsel
lors at the second mid-west regionrfleet
ing of the Canadian Addictions Founda
tion the federal department’s $8-million
budget for native health care is too
small to deal hth the conditions which
aggrevate alcohol and drug abuse.

Tookenay said better heating
ing. ventilation and sanita
help reduce alcohol prow
said iontribute to ‘•

and a high sw’’

and Mets

Dorothy Betz. a member of the nation
al parole board and former court com
municator, told the conference efforts
should be concentrated on educating
young native people to think before they
drink.

“In all the years I’ve been interview
ing people . . . I have yet to talk to an
individual who had not been drinkino’
she said.

Alcohol is involved in 60 to 70 oer cent
of the cases and caring for these chil
dren costs the federal government more
than $16 million a year, be said.

Nine per ‘ t of the native population
Is in co’ \ ‘1 institutionS comoare
to the rest of the popula

‘Tects are only
e” of riatt\

t rnort-aiit
ada is 2i’

the rest
ge age

other

Two Saskatchewan lnian organtza
tiofls will receive a total of $87000 in the
form of contribution agreements from
the federal department of indtan and in
uit affatrs. tt was announced Frdav.

The Qu’Apoelie Valley Indian Devel
opment Author/tv wtii receive 60.000
and the Co!d Lake Tar Sands Indian
Bands will receive $2’.QOU. accord/rig to
a news release from tee department of
Indian and mutt affairs.

The department traaitionailv uses
contribution agreements at the band
level to provide tar cap;tai and ouera
rional needs. More recently, according
to tne release. financtng provtded by
agreements has been used for both
human and economic development pur
aoses

The Qu’Aopelie Valley indian De-’ei
apment Authorttv fViD.Ai plans to use
the financing to hire cual/tiec researcu
analysts to collect ann analyse ca:a re’.

lating to the Canada/Saskatchewan Sub
siduar agreement on the alteration of
-water levels and the water way of the
Qu’apDeile r:ver.

This will include the examination of
federal and prov:ncial government doc
uments and all geo-physical techntcal
reaorts related to the Qu’Appelle Val
fey.

The Q\’iD boara will meet later in
July to Qlscuss the possib/Itty of re-neco
tiattng the Canaoa-Saskatchewan Subst
duary Agreement and expects the re
search analysts to have completed their
final stuev by the end of September.

The Saskatcnewan Cold Lai.:e Tar
Sands Indian Bands will use flnancing
from thetr contrtbution agreement to
hire a researcnt consultant and two plan
ners to prepare a reaort on the econom
ic and emclovment ootent:a ot tbe
Alberta Tar Sanos protect for indians in
th \ieaccv Lase Dstrtct in hor:nweE

k

em. Saskatcoewan.
The reoor also assess the soda!

ano envtronmenta; tmoltcations c-I’ the
Cold Lake Tar Sands oro cci on reser\ e
communities in tue afiected area.

Accc--thng to the r&ease. Inctan nen
in Saskatchewan nave Dccii ado a.

develop thetr irideaendent obecttves Ce-
cause of contriounen agreements

!ndan eooie can totally aesign an-fl
control tnetr own programs because
once the money has been disaursed. tac
oeoartment of’ Indian and mutt adatrs
nas no decision-making con:rci.

Decartment expertise can be caiiecl
ucon durtng the design staue of tro
protect and rmancmg.

The QuAae!le Valley indian Levs
oome::t Authortnv, the Sasnatcnev.an in-
than Aortcuiture Program aria Ott\
Metals arc ust some of trie arou
nave used funos from contrinution
aort’emenis for at’, ionmentt

ecLJ’

“From shoplifting to nw
one was under the inft.

cohol.”
Betz said

put iI”•
ti, -

oho1ism programs
P l should be aevel

m regional and
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